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To the Right Honourable the Lords 

Spiritual & Temporal in Parliament Assembled 
 

The humble Petition of the Undersigned Rector, Gentlemen & 
others Parishioners of the parish of Lee in the County of Kent. 

Sheweth 
That your petitioner’s though sensible partakers in the general joy and gratitude 
experienced by all their fellow subjects on the peace so wisely and happily restored 
to their Country by the salutary exertions of his majesty’s government, cannot but 
see with the deepest regret & disappointment that in the recent treaty with France no 
provision has been made for the immediate abolition of the African Slave Trade. – A 
trade avowedly repugnant to every moral and religious principle – but that on the 
contrary the consequence will be its revival on a large scale & to an indefinite extent. 
That it appears to your Petitioners that the fair and legitimate commerce with 
Africa which since the abolition of the Slave Trade by Great Britain, had materially 
increased & was rapidly enlarging itself to advantage of both Countries is exposed to 
immediate injury & to eventual destruction 
By the renewal of that inhuman traffic  which for so many years retained that ill-fated 
Coast in a state of barbarism  & desolation. 
That your petitioners cannot but comment that the recognition in the treaty of the 
radical injustice of the African Slave Trade should be followed by the provision for its 
revival and through that provision is accompanied by the declaration of an intention 
to abolish the Trade in slaves after five years yet they cannot conceal from 
themselves that various & extensive interests will be created which at the end of the 
specified term will prevent new & alarming obstacles to the fulfilment of the declared 
intention. 
Your petitioners therefore deeply impressed with the necessity of adopting such 
measures in Parliament as may be best calculated to prevent all the before 
mentioned evils, as well as the evasion of the abolition laws of Great  
Britain by the clandestine importation of Slaves from the French Colonies into our 
own or by the employment of British Capital in this nefarious traffic humbly pray your 
Lordships to take premises into serious consideration & to adopt such measures 
therein as to your Lordships may seem to meet. 
And your Petitioners will ever pray. 
 

Lady Palliser 
Sir Hugh Paliser Paliser Bt 
Chas [Charles] Lucas 
Jonathan Till 

Geo [George] Lock Rector 
W [William] Morland 
Christopher Godmond 
Mattias [Prime] Lucas 
 

 



 
 

Jno [John] Giles 
Wm [William] Phillips 
[Francis Joseph Robert 
L'Abbe de] Le Tellier 
Willm [William] Skinner 
Jno [John] Edwards 
Geo [George]  Fowle 
Wm [William]  Sidery 
Thomas ?? 
William Leitch 
E [Edward] Gould 
James Lawman 
Thomas Postans 
Wm [William] Hudson 
Thomas Barrow 

J R [James Rice] Williams 
William Grimani 
Mary Crosley 
Ann Otway 
Lydia Edgcumbe de la Ville Bague 
Daughter of Richard Lord Edgcumbe  
Mary Foard 
Samuel Wilkins 
Jams [James] Johnson 
Joseph Mumford 
Josiah Spearman 
Robert Chissell 
M Thomas 
W [William] Moore 
[? cannot read] 
Miss Potter 
Mr Anderson 
M [Mary] Otley 
J [James] Jackson 
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